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This is my favorite essay I wrote for 
the St Augustine & St Mary bulletin. It 
originally was published on July 19, 
2015. Father Paul Pluth 

DEAR GOD: 
DO PETS 

GO TO HEAVEN?  

Today my oldest dog, Laudie (seen 
above), turns 12. In 2003 I drove 
down to a farm in Oregon to pick out 
my puppy. The breeder was impressed 
that I knew what she meant when she 
said that the name of her kennel—
Mantle Kennel—referred to Elijah’s 
mantle. “Oh yes,” I said, “the one he 
handed on to Elisha along with a 
double portion of his spirit.” (2 Kings 
2:8–13)  

In those days, I was in a parish 
only on weekends, and Laudie was my 
travelling companion to wherever my 
assignment was that year. We were 
frequent passengers on the Keystone 
and Clinton ferries. When I came out 
of Mass at St Gabriel in Port Orchard, 
I’d look up to the second story window 

of the rectory to see Laudie looking 
out the window, sitting on the bed, 
watching for me. Saturday nights, 
wherever we were, we’d get Chinese 
food and watch TV together. When 
we went to sleep, Laudie would leap up 
on the bed to keep me warm. 

These days, there’s no more 
travelling—Laudie gets carsick. He gets 
lifted up onto my bed when it’s time to 
go to sleep (he and I make-believe he’s 
leaping up.) He gets his daily arthritis 
pill. Which makes me wonder: “Will 
Laudie be in heaven with me?” (Put 
your own pet’s name in here.) 

It’s not a frivolous question. There 
was a media firestorm six months ago 
when social media began reporting that 
Pope Francis had said, “Paradise is 
open to all of God’s creatures.” It made 
the front page of the New York Times. 

Too bad Pope Francis never said 
that. Oops! But people were excited. 

The Bible is not explicitly pro-dog, 
let alone pro-pet, except for 
Ecclesiastes 9:4, and the loyal dog in 
Tobit. So nothing in the Bible directly 
about pets and humans in heaven. 

Yet…Jesus promises us that God’s 
eye is on the sparrow. (Luke 12:6) And 
Blessed Pope Paul VI knew something 
when, decades ago, he said to a little 
boy, mourning the loss of his dog, 
“One day we will see our pets in the 
eternity of Christ.” (I vote for papal 
infallibility here.) Heaven isn’t 
immediate for any human being (except 

Elijah and the Virgin Mary). After 
death we wait for the Day of 
Resurrection, when we will be changed 
and raised with a transformed, 
perfected, spiritual body into the glory 
of the heavenly Jerusalem. (1 Corinthians 

15) And what is that perfected body? It 
is the total sum of everything that has 
made us better persons—including our 
pets. Saint Paul wrote of that Day of 
Resurrection: “The creation waits with 
eager longing for the revealing of the 
children of God.” (Romans 8:19) The 
creation—including our pets—waits 
for the Day when all creation is 
ushered into the new heaven, along 
with the children of God. 

On the prospect of seeing his 
inadequately housebroken dog Ben in 
heaven, after he died, David Mills said: 
“Love demands the particular things 
that have been loved. We hope for 
Heaven, and for those things that will, 
as far as we can tell now, make Heaven 
more heavenly. My family doesn’t want 
the ideal golden-haired mutt romping 
with us around the New Jerusalem. He 
will be perfect, but he won’t be good 
enough. We want to see Ben, because 
he is the dog we loved, even if he keeps 
wetting the golden streets.” I’ll look for 
Laudie there too.  

Laudie died on July 1, 2017. 
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We Encounter Jesus 
St Augustine & St Mary 

 
 

 

 June 4  Saturday 3:30 pm Farewell Ice Cream Social for Fr Paul and Peggy Smith, PH
     No Confessions 
     5:00 pm  Mass  
   ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 June 5  Sunday  8:00 am  Mass (Our Parishioners) 
     9:30 am Mass  
      11:15 a  Mass at St. Mary  
     12:30 pm Coffee & Conversation at St Mary 
   --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 June 6  Monday Office Unavailable 
     4:00 pm Agape  
   -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 June 7  Tuesday  No activities today 
   --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 June 8  Wednesday 9:30 am Mass 
     10:00 am  Divine Mercy Chaplet & Adoration 
     10:30 am Grief Class, CR1 
   -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 June 9  Thursday 9:30 am  Mass at St Mary    
   --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 June 10  Friday  No Morning Weekday Masses until July 1  
   --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 June 11  Saturday No activities this morning 

 
 

We Pray for Our Family 
 

Elnora Archer, Jim Arbuckle, Rene Blair, Eileen Catalano, Clint Copeland, Doris Dean, Mark Dean, Tom Dumit,  
Bob Ellis, Mamie Forbes, Douglas Hammer, Sheryl Henry, Rose Iverson, Marsha Kilgore, Jack Kraft, Angelina Lupino,  

CDR Scott Maynes USN, Rick McCormick, Patti McKinnon, Martha McAllister, Mary Moeller, Alexandria Molt, Maureen Relyea,  
Richard Rezabek, John & Nancy Romanski, Lou & Lulu Santos, Tanya Shafer, Dennis Sionson, Don Stubenrauch, Jenene Szuch, 

Tiffany Tienda, Chuck Tollefson, Jeanne Valdez, Patty Williams, Diane Young 
 

Permission is required from the individual prior to adding their name to the prayer list. To include a loved one, please call the parish 
office at 360-675-2303 

We Connect With Each Other 
 
� Early Bird PIE SALE!!! - We will be selling Cherry, Blueberry, Rhubarb and Raspberry-Rhubarb pies the weekend 

of June 11 and June 12, one weekend only. Buy early because we won’t be making any more of these 3 
varieties. Pie sales will resume in mid-July. Call Theresa Frazer to order at 360-675-9840. 

 
� Rectory Garden Clean-up - Help prepare for the arrival of our new Pastor by joining the Garden Clean-Up on 

Saturday, June 25 from 8 am - noon. Contact jennifermeyer463@gmail.com for more information. 
 
� Religious Education Needs You - You can help to bring the light of Christ to children. Please volunteer to teach 

or assist in the coming school year. Contact the church office for more information at 360-675-2303. 
 
� Baptisms - Saturday, September 10 in the morning at St Augustine and September 11 at St Mary, if needed.         

The required Baptism class is Saturday, August 27th from 9:30 am to Noon. Please call the parish office at         
360-675-2303 to register.  

St Augustine Pastoral Council Corner - June 5 
 

To Fr. Paul for the past 9 years of shepherding  
St. Augustine Parishioners!  
 

As you celebrate your last weekend of Masses as our Pastor, 
please know that you have blessed us with the gift of yourself, 
with the gift of your time, with the gift of your music, with the 
gift of your heart.  You have been kind, patient and faithful.  We 

thank you for sharing your wisdom and 
experiences.  We have also enjoyed your 
corgis and assorted dogs.  As you have been a 
blessing to us, may you be blessed as you 
continue your journey, filled with hands of 
friendship in times of need, and a clear 
understanding that you have enriched our 
lives. For this we are grateful.   

Thank you to Hai Nail Spa in Oak Harbor 
for the generous $2,500 donation to 

Catholic Relief Services for the Ukraine!        
The donation will help with safe shelter,  

hot meals, hygiene supplies, and counseling. 
 

The Holy Spirit moves us to help God’s 
children in need.  You can help by   

donating at: 
 

support.crs.org/donate/donate-ukraine 

We Are Stewards of God’s Gifts 
 

Saint Augustine 
Weekly Expenses   $13,090 
May 22 Offering    $9,341 

Saint Mary 
Weekly Expenses   $ 2,962 
May 22 Offering   $ 3,921 

We encourage you to use online bill-pay through your bank. Include your envelope number and mail your donations 
to our mailing address: P.O. Box 1319, Oak Harbor, WA 98277. If you need your envelope number please call the  
parish office 360-675-2303. 

St Mary Pastoral Council Corner - June 5 
 

Today is Fr. Paul's last Sunday Mass at St. Mary as our Pastor. 

 

Dear Fr. Paul, 
THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU! We pray for your 
retirement and new adventures to be ones of joy, peace, and 
hope.  We know your journey will include challenges and changes 
- all journeys do! We hope you know that you can count on our 
continuing prayers. Know that St. Mary Church will be thinking of 
you and thanking God for you for years to come. We are closer 
to God and stronger in our faith because of you. On this holy day 
of Pentecost, we ask the Holy Spirit to stay close to you, keep you 
safe, and fill you with the fire of love. Jesus is walking with you 
and so are we!  Your St. Mary Church Family 

Masses 

 

Sat. 5:00 pm - St. Augustine 

Sun. 8:00 am - St. Augustine 

Sun. 9:30 am - St. Augustine 

Sun. 11:15 am - St. Mary 

Wed. 9:30 am - St. Augustine 

Thur. 9:30 am - St. Mary 

Fri. 9:30 am - St. Augustine 

 
Reverend Paul R Pluth 

Pastor 

 
Information@StAugustineOH.org 

www.StAugustineOH.org 

 
St Augustine 

185 N. Oak Harbor Street 
Oak Harbor, WA 98277 

(360) 675-2303 
 

St Mary 
207 North Main Street 
Coupeville, WA 98239 

(360) 675-2303 
 
 

Mailing Address for both parishes: 
P.O. Box 1319 

Oak Harbor, WA 98277 






