ST AUGUSTINE
C AT H O L I C C H U R C H
185 N Oak Harbor Street, Oak Harbor, WA 98277 - (360) 675-2303

PARISH OFFICE HOURS Tuesday - Friday 9:00 am - 12 noon, 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm
Parish E-mail Information@StAugustineOH.org

Visit us on the web at www.StAugustineOH.org

PARISH MINISTERS

MASS
5:00 pm
Saturday Vigil
Filipino Music 2nd Saturday

St Augustine

Pastor

Rev. Paul Pluth, JCL

Administration

Mary A. Waters
Peggy Smith

Spanish 1st Saturday

7:00 pm

St Augustine

Sunday

8:00 am

St Augustine

Sacramental Prep &
Adult Faith Formation

9:30 am

St Augustine

Religious Education

Rowena Harless

11:15 am

St Mary

Director of Music

Kathleen Dodge-DeHaven

Latin 2nd & 4th Sunday

11:15 am

St Augustine

Administrative Assistant

Ruth Joy Abrea

Mon, Thu, Fri & 1st Sat

9:00 am

St Augustine

Thursday

12:10 pm

St Mary

CONFESSION
Friday

8:30 am

St Augustine

ANOINTING OF THE SICK &
HOLY COMMUNION

Saturday

4:00 pm

St Augustine

Please call the Parish Office

3rd Sunday

12:15 pm

St Mary

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord

9 April 2 0 1 7

HOLY WEEK AT ST AUGUSTINE

HOLY WEEK AT ST MARY

HOLY THURSDAY
Mass of the Lord’s Supper
& Rice Bowl Collection

HOLY THURSDAY
Mass of the Lord’s Supper
& Rice Bowl Collection

GOOD FRIDAY April 14
Stations of the Cross

GOOD FRIDAY
Adoration of the Cross &
Holy Communion

April 13, 6:00 pm

3:00 pm

Adoration of the Cross &
Holy Communion

6:00 pm

EASTER VIGIL

April 15, 8:00 pm
EASTER SUNDAY

April 16, 8:00 am
9:30 am Church
9:30 am Hall

April 13, 2:00 pm

April 14, 2:00 pm
EASTER SUNDAY

April 16, 11:15 am

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord

9 April 2 0 1 7

I am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord;
whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will never die.

Rice Bowls will be collected on April 13 at the
Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday!
Please count your offerings and provide a check or currency.
Thank you!

Prayer Garden Update - The St Augustine Prayer Garden is beginning to show its beauty as new
bulbs and blooms are popping up everywhere. There are many new plants that we hope to place this
spring and continue to need the support of our wonderful community. The parish office has a list of our
planting needs with prices and forms to complete if you would like to purchase a plant. Forms are
available to purchase plants in memory of a loved one or friend. If you have questions, please call
Theresa Frazer 360-675-9840.

Spring Baptisms - Saturday, May 27
Mandatory classes will be held in the St Augustine Parish Oﬃce on
Wednesday, April 26, 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm and
Saturday, April 29, 10:00 am - Noon
Please call the Parish Oﬃce at 360-675-2303 to register.
Are you engaged and wanting to get married?
Please call the Parish Office at 360-675-2303 and
begin preparations now as they can take six months.

Want to learn more
about the
Catholic faith?
RCIA, Journey of Faith is
held every Thursday at
6:30pm in classroom 1.

Are you civilly married and would like to have your
marriage recognized by the Church?
Please call the Parish Office at 360-675-2303
to find out how we can help.

Please call if you have
any questions or just
drop in.

April 8 - 15
Sat

3:00 pm Choir Rehearsal, CH
4:00 pm Confessions
5:00 pm Vigil Mass (Alan Boissonneault, RIP)

Sun

8:00 am Mass (Thomas King, RIP)
9:30 am Mass (Our Parishioners, INT)
6:30 pm Spanish Choir Rehearsal, CR5

Mon

Office Unavailable
9:00 am Mass (Lydia Maybituin, RIP)
1:00 pm Funeral Reception Meeting, CR 1/2
4:00 pm Health Ministry Meeting, CR 3/4
4:30 pm Agape, PH/K
5:30 pm Schola/Ensemble Rehearsal, CH

Tue

7:00 am POETS, CH

Wed

4:00 pm Elem, All
5:00 pm Confessions
5:30 pm Youth Choir, CH
6:30 pm MS/HS RE; All

Thu

HOLY THURSDAY
3:00 pm RCIA-C; PO
6:00 pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper (For all
priests & vocations to the priesthood, INT) &
Rice Bowl Collection

Fri

GOOD FRIDAY
Office Unavailable
3:00 pm Stations of the Cross, CH
6:00 pm Adoration of the Cross &
Holy Communion

EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
Pilgrim Statue of our Blessed Mother is available to visit in your home

for a week. Please call Donna Rose at 360-679-2587 to schedule your
week.

Coffee & Donuts will not be offered on Palm Sunday, April 9, Easter

Sunday, April 16 and during the Stephen Festival, Sunday, April 30.

Divine Mercy Adoration, Sunday, April 23 at 3:00 pm. Divine Mercy
info is at www.staugustineoh.org.

Stephen Festival takes place during the April 29 & 30 weekend.

Masses celebrated in the Parish Hall. All ministries will be showcased,
so you can discover how you might serve your parish community.

Project Rachel If you suffer from feelings of guilt, grief or anger or

depression from a past abortion experience, join us on a journey of
emotional and spiritual healing at a Vineyard Retreat April 28-30.
Contact Valerie at 800-822-HOPE (4673).

First Communion Mass, Saturday, May 6 at 10:00 am.
Confirmation Mass, Monday, May 15 at 6:00 pm with Archbishop
Emeritus John Vlazny.

Santa Cruz de Mayo Celebration on Saturday, May 20 begins with

Mass at 10:00 am, with a procession and reception after the Mass in
the Parish Hall. All are invited!

Sat

No morning activities
No afternoon Confessions

GOOD FRIDAY
A day of
Fasting
AND
Abstinence

Please Pray for Our Family & Friends
Bennett Boyles, Lynn Brown, Michael Gerrity, Cassie Head,
Michele Mercer, Morris Nelson, Sharon Osorio,
Cecil Pierce, John Romanski, Brian Sloan
Permission is required from the individual prior to adding their
name to the prayer list. To include a loved one’s name, please
call the Parish Office at 360-675-2303.

Thank you for your
Stewardship of Treasure!
Weekly Expenses: $12,764
April 2: $13,490

ABSTINENCE is
No Meat
No Poultry

X

X

but Fish is Okay!

LIVING THE EUCHARIST

■

YEAR A

PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD

6

Eucharist, a Taste
of Eternal Life
There is no subject so painful and difficult to comprehend as
the subject of death. And there is no more honest and sensitive
church statement about this subject than the one offered by
the Fathers of the Second Vatican Council (1962–1965) in the
Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the Modern World:

“It is in regard to death that man’s condition is most
shrouded in doubt. Man is tormented not only by pain
and by the gradual breaking-up of his body but also, and
even more, by the dread of forever ceasing to be. But a deep
instinct leads him rightly to shrink from and to reject the
utter ruin and total loss of his personality. Because he bears
in himself the seed of eternity, which cannot be reduced
to mere matter, he rebels against death. All the aids made
available by technology, however useful they may be, cannot
set his anguished mind at rest. They may prolong his lifespan; but this does not satisfy his heartfelt longing, one that
can never be stifled, for a life to come” (18).
The Council Fathers affirmed that the longing for eternal
life is a deeply human longing, placed in our very nature
by God, the Creator. Likewise, the dread of death and
struggles surrounding death are something that believers
share with all people.
So what can the Church bring to the world, beyond
compassionate sharing of our universal human condition?
The Council Fathers were likewise very clear: Christians
are blessed with a sure and certain hope that death is not
the end. Through Divine Revelation we know that God has
prepared a glorious destiny for those who love him. We are
not meant for death. We are meant for eternal life with God.
This future is revealed and made possible through Jesus
Christ, our Savior.

HIS PASSION AND DEATH LEAD TO LIFE
Paradoxically, Jesus showed us the way to eternal life by
accepting a terrible and humiliating death. The cross was
one of the most excruciating forms of public execution
practiced in the ancient Roman Empire. Jesus did not stay
far away from human pain, redeeming us at a safe distance.
Rather, he passed directly through the worst possible
physical suffering and spiritual abandonment, giving his life
for the sake of us all. And God raised him up.
God’s action in raising Jesus from the dead has had a
profound effect on us, even though we may realize it only
dimly. Through the Resurrection God’s future has entered
into time and history. We can truly touch the promised life
and resurrection that waits for us all, by believing in the
Risen Lord.
As Lent draws to a close and Holy Week begins, we know
the joy of Easter is coming. But we must first walk with Jesus
on the road to Calvary. The path to Easter passes through
Good Friday. To believe in the truth of the Christian story
means honestly facing the inevitability of death. Yet it also
means holding fast to the promise of eternal life. Christians
through the ages have believed that by dying and rising,
Christ has triumphed over death itself. And he shares his
victory with us—the gift of eternal life—in the Eucharist.

LIVING THE EUCHARIST
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A LIFE-GIVING MEAL
“Jesus said to them, ‘Amen, amen, I say to you, unless you
eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you do
not have life within you. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks
my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him on the last
day. For my flesh is true food and my blood is true drink.
Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me
and I in him’” (John 6:53–56).
In this passage, St. John the Evangelist recounts an
astonishing promise. Those who eat the flesh and drink the
blood of Jesus will be so firmly united to him that they will
share his own life forever. The passage points to Eucharist.
What an awesome gift! These words should cause us to
marvel at what we receive through the Eucharist. It is
truly the meal that brings us into union with our Savior
and gives us his divine life, a life that will never pass
away. Today, when we share in the Eucharist, eating the
consecrated bread and drinking the consecrated wine,
we receive the body and blood of the Risen Christ. We
receive the life of Christ, so that we may remain with
him always. Our communion with God, through Jesus
Christ, is stronger than death.

REFLECT
How can simple gifts of bread and wine impart
a life that never ends? Take time to reflect on the
promises of Christ. How can Eucharist be a foretaste
of the banquet of heaven? Take time to reflect on
the “great reunion” we hope for in the life to come.

ACT
The liturgies of Holy Week can strengthen us in the
hope of eternal life. Participate as fully as you can
this year. When the Resurrection is announced in
the Gospel of Easter, give thanks for the life this
brings to you.

PRAY
God of hope and joy and resurrection, thank you
for the Eucharist. We commit to you all the burdens
we carry, all our fears of death and dying. Open
your hand, O Lord of Life, and feed us once again.

The words of the Gospel according to John speak powerfully to the individual. Nevertheless, it is important to
recall that the message of the Resurrection also has a social
character. As theologian Thomas Rausch has observed, “We
do not come to heaven alone, but accompanied by others,
those we have helped or hindered on the journey to eternal
life, whose lives are now intertwined inseparably with our
own.” The eucharistic banquet, shared with those in heaven
and on earth, is a perfect image of our hope for eternal
life. As the Catechism of the Catholic Church affirms, “By the
Eucharistic celebration we already unite ourselves with the
heavenly liturgy and anticipate eternal life, when God will
be all in all” (1326).

AUTHOR

■

Rita Ferrone is an award-winning writer and speaker in the areas of liturgy, catechesis, and renewal in the Roman Catholic Church.
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